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Constitution Lesson Plan


GLCE’s

· Soc. III 1 L.E. 1 Grade 3 Describe the role of local government and identify its responsibilities.

· Soc. III 1 L.E. 2 Grade 3 Give examples of authority and use of power without authority.

· Soc. III 2 L.E. 1 Identify the meaning of life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. 

· Soc. III 2 L.E. 2 Interpret the meaning of specific rights guaranteed by the Constitution including religious liberty, free expression, privacy, and property.

· Soc. III 2 L.E. 3 Explain the responsibilities citizens have to uphold their constitutional rights. 

· Soc. III 3 L.E. 2 Describe issues that arise over constitutional rights. 

Lesson Overview- Through reading for information activities, Internet activities, role playing, and hands-on activities, the students will gain an understanding of what our Constitution is and how it is important to them as citizens.  We will discuss their rights and responsibilities as a citizen.

1. Visit the Internet site http://www.usconstitution.net/constpix.html and view pictures of the Constitution. Ask the children to talk about what they know about this document. Record answers on the board.  Ask the to share what they see in the different pictures.  


2. Pass out the Reading for Information sheet. As a whole class, read and discuss. Have children use highlighters to highlight important facts.   Ask the children to share what they have just learned. Encourage them to reread if they need too. 


3. Read the words in the vocabulary box.  Explain how they are to use these words to answer the questions. Encourage them to reread the passage if they need to locate the answers. 

4. Check sheet together as a whole class to check for level of understanding.

5. Discuss what the preamble is. Read it at as a whole class. 

6. Listen to the Preamble being sung at http://www.school-house-rock.com/Prea.html. Invite the class to sing along.

7. Watch Preamble on School House Rock video. 

8. After the class has a good understanding what the Constitution is, explain that they are going to have an opportunity to create “laws” just as our founding fathers did. Have them break off into groups of 4 children. Their task is to come up with 3-4 rules that they feel our classroom should abide by. 

9. Bring groups together to share their ideas. Record on board.

10. The children will then talk about ways that we can vote on which rules we adopt for our Classroom Constitutions.   Ways- hands, secret ballot graphing, tally marks….  Tie into the CDV- Popular Sovereinty. 
11.   If time allows, make aged-paper with the class. If time doesn’t allow, 
   make ahead of time.  


· Carefully tear the edges of a piece of paper. 

· Soak the children’s individual pieces of white paper in a pan of very strong brewed tea.

· Lay on cookie sheets. 

· Place in a preheated over (300*) until they are dry.  A minute or two. 

· Then have the children copy the rules they voted on onto their constitutions. 

12. Create a Constitution for class and have all the children sign it just as the original one was signed.  Talk about John Hancock and how people today refer to signing your name as signing your John Hancock. 


13. Make a PowerPoint of our experiences.


Additional Activities if time allows-

Core Democratic Values- Equality

1. Read and Discuss Equality Worksheet- highlighting important words. 

2. Ask “What does Equality mean to you?” Record the children’s responses on the board.

3. Brainstorm and record a list of what everyday activities might be when we think of equality.

4. Have the children complete their book page and draw an illustration. 

Additional Web Resources-

http://www.whitehouse.gov/kids/constitution/
http://www.civiced.org/byrd/
http://atozteacherstuff.com/go/search.cgi?query=constitution&sbtn.x=0&sbtn.y=0&sbtn=Search&bool=OR
http://www.constitutionfacts.com/
http://bensguide.gpo.gov/3-5/index.html
Book List

Helping Your Child Become a Responsible Citizen- No Child Left Behind

Shhh! We are Writing the Constitution by Jean Fritz

We the People by Tom Hartman

