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Name__________________

The Constitution of the United States
Over 200 years ago on September 17, 1787 the final draft of The Constitution was signed in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Many men worked together to write the laws of The Constitution.  George Washington was there and so was Thomas Jefferson.

The Constitution of the United States is a set of rules that need to be followed by the citizens of the United States of America.   These rules of The Constitution are the law. The laws of The Constitution explain the rights and responsibilities as citizens. 

The Constitution states that our government is to be divided into three equal parts- legislative, executive, and judicial. 

Citizens who serve in the Armed Forces protect our Constitution. These brave men and women fight and stand strong when necessary, so that all citizens can enjoy freedom and rights.  Like the Pledge of Allegiance says, “with liberty and justice for all”.

The Constitution is known as a "living document" because it can be amended- that means it can be changed. 

The Constitution is organized into three parts: 

· Preamble: Describes the purpose of the document and government. 


· Articles: Establish how the government is structured and how the Constitution can be changed. There are seven articles. 


· Amendments: Changes to the Constitution; the first ten are called the Bill of Rights. 
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We the People of the United
States, in order to form a more
perfect union, establish justice,
insure domestic tranguility, provide
Jfor the common defense, promote
the general welfure, and secure the
Blessings of liberty o ourselues and
our posterity, do ordain and establish
this Constitution for the United
States of America.



Comprehension and Vocabulary
               Answer these questions. Use the words in the box.

1. Over 200 years ago on, ______________________the final draft of the Constitution was signed in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

2. ____________________________________ of the United States is a set of rules that need to be followed by the citizens of the United States of America.   

3. The Constitution states that our government is to be divided into 
three parts- ________________________________________ and judicial.
 
4. Citizens who serve in the ____________________________________ protect our Constitution. 

5. The Constitution is known as a  ________________________________
because it can be amended- that means it can be changed. 

6.  The Constitution is organized into ____________  parts.


7.  The _________________ describes the purpose of the document and government.


8. _________________ establish how the government is structured and how the Constitution can be changed. There are seven articles.


9. _________________________ are the changes to the Constitution; the first ten are called the Bill of Rights.
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