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Dear Families, 

We have jumped right into our spelling program.  It is my hope that the each child will have an individualized spelling list that meets his/her individual needs.  On Fridays, your child will take a pre-test that contains 20 words following a specific spelling pattern.  If a child can spell one word, chances are they can spell many other words that follow that same pattern.  Mastering spelling patterns leads to greater spelling success.

After correcting the test, I will create a list of words your child missed on the pre-test.  Your child’s weekly spelling list will contain 10 words from the pre-test plus a few surprise words that follow the pattern we are studying.  If they miss less than 10 words, I will add words that I feel are important for your child to know. Some of these words may come from your child’s recent writing samples Your child’s new list will be passed out on Mondays so that they may prepare for the weekly spelling test on Friday.  During the week, your child will participate in a variety of hands-on, written, individual, small group or whole class activities that will strengthen their spelling skills.  Spelling lists need to remain in their STAR binders so that your child has the words to complete in-school activities.  The only spelling homework your child will have each week is to study their list and be prepared to take their test on Friday.  Any words missed on the Friday test will be added to the next week’s list.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. MacDonald

Please note- If by some chance I am not at school on a Friday to collect and check tests (which is necessary to create each child’s list) we will work on words in school and there is a chance that there will not be a test the following week.  We will write it in our planers if this ever happens.  ( 
